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after his Majesty has drest and breakfasted, which is generally on a Dish
of Rice boiled in fair Water, and his Sauce is some Shrimps dried and
powder'd, and some Salt and God-pepper rmxt with those two Ingredients,
and that Mixture makes a very pungent Sauce, which they call Ptock, and
is in great Esteem and Use among the Peguets.

When his Breakfast is over, he retires into a Room so contrived that he
can see all the Attendants, but none can see him, and a Page stands with-
out to call whom the King would have give Account of the curient News
of his Province or City, which is performed with profound Reverence
toward the Room where the King stays, and with a distinct audible
Voice; and if any particular Matters of Consequence is forgot or omitted,
and the King comes to hear of it by another Hand, severe Punishments
follow, and so he passes his Mornings in hearing the necessary Gases of
his own Affairs as well as those of his Subjects.

If he is informed of Treason, Murder, or such like hainous Grimes, he
orders the Matter to be judicially tried before Judges of his own choosing,
for that Time and Affair, and on Conviction he signs the dead Warrant,
wherein he orders, that the Wretch convicted shall trade no more on his
Ground, and Execution presently follows, either by beheading, or ordering
them to be Sport for his Elephants, which is the cruellest Death. Some-
times he banishes them for a certain Time to the Woods, and if they are
not devoured by Tigers, or killed by wild Elephants, they may return
when their Term is expired, and pass the Remainder of their Days in
serving a tame Elephant; and for smaller Grimes they are only condemned
to clean his Elephants Stables for Life.

His Subjects, if they may be so called, treat him with fulsom Adulation.
When they speak or write to him they call him their God (or in their
Language Kiack] and in his Letters to foreign Princes, he assumes the
Title of King of Kings, to whom all other Kings ought to be subject, as
being near Kinsman and Friend to all the Gods in Heaven and on Earth,
and by their Friendship to him all Animals are fed and preserved, and the
Seasons of the Year are regularly kept: The Sun is his Brother, and the
Moon and Stars are his near Relations, Lord over the Floods and Ebbing
of the Sea; and after all his lofty Epithets and Hyperboles, he descends to
be King of the white Elephant, and of the twenty four white Somereroes
or Umbrellaes. These two last he may indeed claim with some Shew of
Justice, for I have seen Elephants of a light yellow Colour both in Pegu
and Siam, but who ought to be called their Lord is a Question not yet
decided; and as King of the twenty four white Somereroes, I believe few
Kings will much care to dispute that glorious Title with him, for those